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QUESTION 6: THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY – ESSAY QUESTION  

  'It is true that those we meet can change us, sometimes so profoundly that we are not the 

same afterwards.'  

 Critically discuss the validity of this statement in relation to Dorian Gray.  

 Your response should take the form of a well-constructed essay of 400–450 words (2–2½ 

pages).            [25] 
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Marking Guidelines 

THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY – Oscar Wilde  

 QUESTION 6: The Picture of Dorian Gray – ESSAY QUESTION       

   Below is the basis for answering this essay. Use the following as a guideline only.  

 However, also allow for answers that are different, original and show evidence of 

 critical thought and interpretation.    

  A range of examples may be used by the candidates to support their arguments.  

   

     Candidates might argue that Dorian is changed by his involvement with various 

 characters or they might argue that he is predisposed to develop into the person he 

 becomes, regardless of his interaction with other characters. 

  Dorian's meeting Basil and his painting of Dorian's portrait makes Dorian  

 aware of his beauty. This encourages his narcissism.  

  Lord Henry exposes Dorian to the theories of Aestheticism and Hedonism, which 

 motivate him to embark on a life of sensory pleasure, and to value art, youth and 

 beauty above everything else. It is this meeting that changes Dorian from the 

 somewhat naive and wilful young man he was to the morally corrupt person he 

 becomes. 

   Dorian is motivated to wish that the portrait should age instead of him because of 

 his interaction with both men.   

  When Dorian realises that his wish has been fulfilled, he feels that the portrait 

 absolves him of responsibility for any of his dubious actions. It gives him the 

 licence to indulge in immoral behaviour.  

  Dorian's meeting of Sibyl has the potential to inspire him to love and goodness. 

 However, he rejects her when she no longer displays artistic competence. Dorian's 

 brief interaction with Sibyl has the opposite effect of keeping him 'straight' when 

 he is persuaded by Lord Henry to view her as a pleasurable passing fancy and her 

 death as a mere artistic expression.  

  Dorian is aware of the danger posed by Lord Henry's controversial statements, 

 describing them as 'poisonous'. He is however, intrigued and enticed by them. 

 This suggests a conflict within Dorian that his under-developed sense of morality 

 is unable to process.  

   Dorian's guilt is undermined by his continued interactions with Lord Henry. The 

 yellow book is an extension of Lord Henry's influence on him.  

   James Vane raises Dorian’s awareness that there are consequences to his actions 

 and makes him realise that he cannot live only via the senses.  

  

  Candidates might refer to the negative influence that Dorian becomes on others, 

 which in turn strengthens his resolve to avoid responsibility. 



 Candidates might argue that Dorian is always going to become a person of 

 questionable integrity. He is initially seen as 'petulant' and 'wilful'. He chooses to 

 live a life of excess and self-indulgence, becoming involved in increasingly sinful 

 behaviour.  

  

 [Consider mixed/valid alternative responses.]     [25] 


