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 QUESTION 17:  – CONTEXTUAL QUESTION     

 Read the extracts below and then answer the questions that follow. 

 

EXTRACT G   

  

17.1  Refer to line 2: 'You must introduce me now'.                                                                                              

 Explain why Lord Henry is eager to be introduced to Dorian Gray.   (3) 

 17.2  Refer to lines 11–12: 'He spoke very … against his will.'                                                                        

 Account for Basil's feelings in this sentence.       (3)  

 17.3 Refer to lines 6 -- 7: 'He has a simple and a beautiful nature.'                                                                        

 Explain what this assessment of Dorian suggests about Basil's                               

 character.           (3)  

 17.4  Refer to line 8: 'Don't try to influence him. Your influence would                                                    

 be bad.                                                                                                                                         

 Comment critically on the influence that Lord Henry's ideas have                                                                          

 on Dorian.           (3) 

AND 

'Mr Dorian Gray is in the studio, sir,' said the butler, coming into the garden.  

 'You must introduce me now,' cried Lord Henry, laughing.  

 The painter turned to his servant, who stood blinking in the sunlight.                                    

'Ask Mr Gray to wait, Parker: I shall be in in a few moments.' The man bowed   

and went up the walk.                 5 

Then he looked at Lord Henry. 'Dorian Gray is my dearest friend,' he said. 'He                  

has a simple and a beautiful nature. Your aunt was quite right in what she said                       

of him. Don't spoil him. Don't try to influence him. Your influence would be bad.                

The world is wide, and has many marvellous people in it. Don't take away from                  

me the one person who gives to my art whatever charm it possesses: my life as an    10             

artist depends on him. Mind, Harry, I trust you.' He spoke very slowly, and the                 

words seemed wrung out of him almost against his will.  

 'What nonsense you talk!' said Lord Henry, smiling, and, taking Hallward by 

the arm, he almost led him into the house.  

[Chapter 1]  

  

 



 EXTRACT H  

 17.5  Place this extract in context.         (3)  

 17.6  Explain why Dorian is attacked.        (3)  

 17.7  Refer to lines 9 --10: 'He wanted to escape from himself.'                                             

 Discuss why Dorian's sentiments are ironic.      (3)  

 17.8  Refer to line 11: 'Callous, concentrated on evil, with stained mien                            

 Comment on the validity of this description of Dorian Gray in light  

 of the novel as a whole.         (4) 

                      [25] 

 

  

 

 

 

Dorian winced, and looked round at the grotesque things that lay in    

such fantastic postures on the ragged mattresses. The twisted limbs, the                        

gaping mouths, the staring lustreless eyes, fascinated him. He knew in what               

strange heavens they were suffering, and what dull hells were teaching                         

the secret of some new joy. They were better off than he was. He was prisoned        5          

in thought. Memory, like a horrible malady, was eating his soul away. From                       

time to time he seemed to see the eyes of Basil Hallward looking at him. Yet                       

he felt he could not stay. The presence of Adrian Singleton troubled him. He               

wanted to be where no one would know who he was. He wanted to escape                                    

from himself.                 10 

 …  

Callous, concentrated on evil, with stained mien, and soul hungry for rebellion, 

Dorian Gray hastened on, quickening his step as he went, but as he darted aside              

into a dim archway, that had served him often as a short cut to the ill-famed place 

where he was going, he felt himself suddenly seized from behind, and before he                     

had time to defend himself he was thrust against the wall, with a brutal hand         15         

round his throat.  

 He struggled madly for life, and by a terrible effort wrenched the tightening                             

fingers away. In a second he heard the click of a revolver, and saw the gleam of                     

a polished barrel pointing straight at his head, and the dusky form of a short                             

thick-set man facing him.               20 

 'What do you want?' he gasped.  

 'Keep quiet,' said the man. 'If you stir, I shoot you.'  

 'You are mad. What have I done to you?'  

 [Chapter 16]  
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 QUESTION 17:  THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY – CONTEXTUALQUESTION    

17.1  Lord Henry is intrigued by the appearance of the man whose portrait he                                      

 has seen. He is also fascinated by the impact Dorian appears to have had on                         

 Basil, who has enthusiastically spoken about how he has been inspired by                

 Dorian. Basil's reluctance to introduce them spurs Lord Henry's desire to meet 

 Dorian.  

  [Award 3 marks for any two ideas well discussed OR any three distinct ideas.]   (3)  

  

17.2  The words, 'slowly' and 'wrung out' suggest that Basil has spoken 

 reluctantly. He is worried/anxious about losing Dorian to Lord Henry and 

 he pleads with Lord Henry not to interfere with his relationship with 

 Dorian. He might realise that he has made himself vulnerable to Lord 

 Henry by revealing his strong feelings for Dorian. Basil might worry that 

 Lord Henry will violate the trust he has placed in him.    

  [Award 3 marks for any two ideas well discussed OR any three distinct 

 ideas.]           (3)  

  

17. 3 Basil is somewhat naïve. He equates physical attractiveness to having a 

 noble character and he is easily misled as a result of this belief. His 

 attraction to Dorian obscures his ability to see Dorian's true nature.   

  [Award 3 marks for any two ideas well discussed OR any three distinct 

 ideas.]           (3)  

  

17.4  Lord Henry influences Dorian by sharing his ideas on living a life 

 surrounded by beauty. He encourages Dorian to seek out pleasurable 

 experiences without worrying about the consequences. He suggests  

 that yielding to temptation and indulging one's desires is preferable to    

 self-denial. Dorian takes these ideas to heart and lives an increasingly 

 debauched life, which is destructive not only to him but to others as well.  

  [Award 3 marks for any two ideas well discussed OR any three distinct 

 ideas.]           (3)  

  

 



17.5  Dorian has made his way to an opium den, hoping to find oblivion from 

 the memory of having murdered Basil and having blackmailed Alan 

 Campbell into destroying Basil's body.   

  [Award 3 marks for three distinct ideas.]     (3)  

  

17.6  Dorian is attacked by Sibyl Vane's brother, James, who had vowed to 

 punish Dorian if he harmed her. James holds Dorian responsible for 

 Sibyl's suicide and he has spent years searching for Dorian to exact  

 his revenge. After hearing the woman in the opium den referring to                 

 Dorian as Prince Charming (Sibyl's name for Dorian), James believes                     

 he has found the right man.   

  [Award 3 marks for any two ideas well discussed OR any three distinct 

 ideas.]           (3)  

 

17.7  Dorian has created a life for himself, surrounding himself by beauty                                       

 and indulging his every desire. He believes that this indulgence will                     

 bring  him happiness and satisfaction. However, he finds himself feeling 

 increasingly  despondent and discontented. His despair causes him to seek 

 ways of escaping from what he has become.   

  Candidates might point out that it is ironic that instead of his regret 

 spurring him to change his life, he becomes increasingly trapped in a world 

 of depravity.  

  [Award 3 marks only if the irony is well discussed.    (3)  

  

17.8  VALID  

 Dorian is self-absorbed and unfeeling in his dealings with other people. 

 His pursuit of pleasure is often at the expense of others and leads him to a 

 life of debauchery. He is implicated in the ruination of many people but 

 displays little concern for their damaged reputations, claiming that they are 

 responsible for themselves. His behaviour becomes increasingly immoral, 

 culminating in the murder of Basil, who only had Dorian's well-being in 

 mind. His blackmailing of Alan Campbell is calculated and malicious. His 

 feelings of relief when James Vane is accidently killed, and his rejection of 

 Hetty Merton, reflect his self-serving attitude.  

  [A cogent 'Invalid' response is unlikely. However, treat all responses on 

 their merits.]  

  [Award 4 marks for any three ideas well discussed OR any four distinct 

 ideas.]           (4) 

                       [25] 

   


