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VISUAL 
LITERACY:CARTOONS

❖ A cartoon is usually a humorous drawn picture of a 

situation, well-known personality or story.

❖Cartoons are used to express ideas or to draw 

attention to a situation or a well-known personality.

❖ They often highlight a current social or political 

issue.



CARTOON OR COMIC 
STRIP



CARTOON OR COMIC 
STRIP

 A cartoon  is encased in a single frame. 

 A comic strip has two or more frames.

 In both, the spoken words appear in a speech 

bubble. 

 Thoughts appear in a thought bubble which has a 

wavy edge like a cloud with smaller bubbles 

coming off the thinker’s head.



CARTOON ANALYSIS
• When studying cartoons a person should look at:

a. The Characters:

• Are the characters figures in their own rights or do they 

represent stereotypes? Are they depicted normally or 

as caricatures (ridiculous exaggeration) of themselves?

Well-known personalities are often caricatured with 

exaggerated facial features.

• Note facial expressions, body language and 

relationships between characters.



CARTOON ANALYSIS
• Background and Setting

• Where and when is the scene taking place?

• Is the cartoon based on fact or fiction?

• Diction - does it make use of slang, jargon and/or 

colloquialism?

• Structure - does it use single words, phrases or 

sentences?

• How does the punctuation affect the mood and the 

tone?



CARTOON ANALYSIS
• Action

• These are expressed pictorially by the clever use 

of lines, facial expressions and symbols



CARTOON ANALYSIS
• Objectives

• Is the intention of the cartoon to educate, 

inform, entertain or satirise?

• Has the cartoonist achieved his or her 

objective?

• How has he or she achieved this 

objective?



CARTOON ANALYSIS
• Mood

• In order to create an atmosphere or mood in a 

cartoon, backgrounds and lines are used.

• Thick, wavy lines give a threatening mood, whereas 

thin lines give a peaceful mood.    

• These lines can also give a sense of 

motion/movement.



HOW TO DO A 
CARTOON ANALYSIS

1. Meet the cartoon.
• Quickly scan the cartoon. What do you notice first?

• What is the title or caption?

2. Observe its parts.
2.1 WORDS 
• Are there labels, descriptions, thoughts, or dialogue?

2.2 VISUALS
• List the people, objects, and places in the cartoon.

• List the actions or activities



HOW TO DO A 
CARTOON ANALYSIS

3. Try to make sense of it.

3.1 WORDS

• Which words or phrases are the most significant?

• List adjectives that describe the emotions 

portrayed.

3.2 VISUALS

• Which of the visuals are symbols?

• What do they stand for?



HOW TO DO A 
CARTOON ANALYSIS

• Who drew this cartoon?                            

• When is it from? 

• What was happening at the time in history it was 

created?

• What is the message? List evidence from the 

cartoon or your knowledge about the cartoonist 

that led you to your conclusion.



YOUR COMMENTARY
❖All answers should be substantiated with 

close reference to the cartoon.

❖Pay careful attention to the body language 
of the characters and refer to visible 
features.

❖Remember that cartoons make use of 
puns, satire, sarcasm and irony that need 
to be explained  by referring to the 
cartoon.


