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SUBJECT and GRADE GEOGRAPHY – GRADE 11 

TERM 3 Week 3: Lesson 5  

TOPIC International trade and world markets; export-led development  

SUGGESTION: 

 
AIMS OF LESSON To strengthen your knowledge, understanding and interpretation of international trade, trade 

commodities, fair trade, trade barriers, globalization, export-led development. 

RESOURCES Paper based resources Digital resources 

• Lessons on pages 2 

• Learner tasks on pages 3 

• Textbook*: Trade and development 

Search in your internet browser for maps and graphs 

of international trade, world markets and related 

concepts 

INTRODUCTION You should know from previous grades*/current grade**/previous lessons***: 

 What trade is. 

 The difference between economies of developed and developing countries 

 How globalisation influences the economy of countries 

CONCEPTS AND SKILLS You must know: 
 What international trade is 

 What trade commodities are 

 What trade barriers are 

 The concept of globalisation and its impact on 

development 

 If export-led development is mutually beneficial 

You must be able to: 

 apply knowledge and concepts on 

various geographic sources. 

 read and interpret graphs, maps, 

world maps, infographics, diagrams. 
 answer data response questions. 

 write a paragraph. 

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENT • Activities to the lesson are on pages 3  

• Additional activities in your textbook 

CONSOLIDATION You must study these topics by asking key Geographic questions such as: What and where is it? 

What does it look like? How does it differ? Why does it differ? How the impact can be managed 

e.g. poverty? 

VALUES Awareness of poverty; inequality; gender inequality; equity; access to literacy and its 

impact on trade; access to markets. 
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Study this topic with the following questions in mind! 

 

TOPIC: Trade and development 

What is international trade? What are trade commodities? Is trade fair? 

 International trade is the 

 exchange of goods and services 

 between countries. 

 The raw materials, goods and 

 services bought by a country are 

 called imports 

 Those sold by a country are 

exports. 

 Countries that earn more from 

their exports than they pay for 

their imports have a trade surplus.  

 This enables them to become 

richer. 

 

 

 

 Countries that spend more on imports 
that they earn from their exports have a 
trade deficit. 

  They become poorer. 

 

 

 Many of the world’s poorest countries still 

depend heavily on exporting primary 

products. This has a number of 

disadvantages: 

 Primary products or unprocessed raw 

materials are usually processed elsewhere, to 

make valuable products. 

 Manufactured products have ‘added value’ 

because they can be sold at a greater profit. 

 

 

 World trade has increased considerable recently 
and LEDCs have gained the least from 

       this growth. Why is this? 
 Countries try to protect their own economies by 

imposing tariffs and quotas on foreign imports. 
 Trading groups, are set up to promote free trade 

between their members and to reduce the 
effectiveness of foreign competition. 

 Countries try to protect their own economies by 
having different trade relationships. 

 These include free trade, trade barriers, subsidies 
and fair trade 

What are the key aspects of international trade 

 
1. Fair trade 

 Fair trade is different from free trade. 
 When a product is labelled ‘Fair Trade’ it 

provides a guarantee that farmers and 
producers in developing countries  
receive a fair deal. 
 

2. The concept of globalisation 

 Globalisation can be defined as an 

increasing interconnectedness and 

interdependence among countries and 

economies. 
 Globalisation involves the flow of goods,  

ideas and values across national 

boundaries. 

3. Trade barriers 
 Trade barriers are government-induced 

restrictions on international trade. 

 Most trade barriers work on some sort of cost on 
trade that raises the price of the traded products. 

 
4. Is export-led development mutually 

beneficial? 

 Most countries that have had rapid growth have 
made exports an important part of their 
economic policies. 

 Some countries with export-led policies had low 
growth rates.  

 Often these are countries that export bulk raw 
materials with little or no processing. 

 



 

LEARNER TASK  

1. Study the following figure showing imports and exports to answer the questions in your workbook. 

 

              
 

 

 

 
1.1 Differentiate between imports and exports. 

 

1.2 Which group of countries imports more than they export?  

 

1.3 How would the practice above influence the economies of these countries? 

 

1.4 Identify the continent that imports the most from Asia. 

 

1.5 Which country in Asia will be the biggest exporter of goods to Africa? 

 

1.6 Describe the products that LEDC countries export compared to MEDC. 

 

1.7 How would the above exports influence the foreign income of these countries? 

 

1.8 Explain in your own words how globalisation works. 

 

1.9 Suggest how trade barriers would benefit the economy of a country.  

 

1.10 Write a paragraph to explain whether export-led development is mutually  

    beneficial to countries.  
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