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SUBJECT and GRADE GEOGRAPHY – GRADE 11 

TERM 3 Week 5: Lesson 7  

TOPIC Role of development aid 

AIMS OF LESSON To strengthen your knowledge, understanding and interpretation of the role of development aid 

and cooperation, types of development aid and the impact of aid on development. 

RESOURCES Paper based resources Digital resources 

• Lesson on pages 2 

• Learner task on pages 3 

• Textbook*: Role of development aid 

Search in your internet browser for maps and graphs 

of the role of development aid and cooperation, 

types of development and impact of aid. 

INTRODUCTION You should know from previous grades*/current grade**/previous lessons***: 

• What development is. 

• How we measure development. 

• The difference in development of developed and developing countries. 

CONCEPTS AND SKILLS You must know: 

• What development aid is. 

• What development cooperation is. 

• What the types of development aid is. 

• The impact of aid on the development of 

countries.  

• How aid influences the economy of countries. 

You must be able to: 

• apply knowledge and concepts on 

various geographic sources. 

• read and interpret graphs, maps, 

world maps, infographics, diagrams. 

• answer data response questions. 

• write a paragraph. 

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENT • Activity to the lesson is on pages 3  

• Additional activities in your textbook 

CONSOLIDATION You must study these topics by asking key Geographic questions such as: What and where is it? 

What does it look like? How does it differ? Why does it differ? How the impact can be managed 

e.g. poverty? 

VALUES Awareness of poverty; inequality; gender inequality; equity; access to literacy and its 

impact on trade; access to markets. 
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Study this topic with the following questions in mind! 

 

TOPIC: Role of development aid 

What is development aid? How does development aid attempt to 

promote long-term growth of the LEDCs? 

What are the types of development aid? 

• Development aid, also known as 

development cooperation, is aid 

given by governments and other 

agencies to support the 

economic, environmental, social 

and political development of 

developing countries. 

• It is distinguished from 

humanitarian aid by focusing on 

alleviating poverty in the 

long-term, rather than a short-term 

response as might be done after 

an earthquake or flood. 

 

  
 

 

 

• By building large projects. 
• By giving monetary help. 

• By funding a variety of research and planning 
efforts. 
 

Why has aid not led to sustained growth? 
 

➢ Countries became dependent on aid 
rather than finding solutions for their 

problems. 

 

There are three main types of aid. These are: 
•  Bilateral aid which includes grants, loans and 

technical assistance between a donor 
and a recipient country. 

• Multilateral aid. This is the assistance given by 
large organisations such as the 

United Nations, World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund. 

• Conditional aid has performance conditions 

attached to it. 
❖ Non-government organisations (NGOs).    

These are humanitarian 
charities like Red Cross and Gift of the Givers. 

They donate money, services and goods. 

The impact of aid on development. 

When does aid become effective to LEDC’s? 

 

• When it contributes to the training of 

personnel and builds technical 

expertise. 

• When it provides humanitarian relief 

after a disaster. 

• When it encourages industrial 

development, creates jobs and 

improves infrastructure. 

• When it supports better economic and 

social policies. 

• When it provides resources for 

investment and finances projects. 

• When it supports countries to develop 

their natural resources and power 

supplies. 

• When it provides projects that develop 

clean water and sanitation. 

When is aid ineffective? 

It’s ineffective when: 

• it is not a gift or free, but a loan that has to 

be paid back, and poor countries may 

struggle to repay. 

• aid does not reach the people who need it 

most, that is, the poorest people.  

• corruption may mean local politicians use 

aid money for their own means or for 

political gain. As a result, the rich get richer 

and the poor get poorer. 

• it may be a condition of investment that: 

o the projects are run by foreign 

companies. 

o some of the resources or profits go 

back to the donor country. 

o sometimes aid is tied to the purchase 

of goods from the donor country. 



 

LEARNER TASK  

1. Study the following figure showing development aid given to LEDCs to answer the questions in 

your workbook. 

 

  

 

 
 

1.1 Describe the term development aid. 

 

1.2 Are the poor in the above countries receiving the intended aid?  

 

1.3 According to the cartoon, what is the main reason for your answer to 1.2?  

 

1.4 Distinguish between development cooperation and humanitarian aid. 

 

1.5 How does development aid attempt to promote long-term growth of the LEDCs? 

 

1.6 Explain what the three types of development aid is. 

 

1.7 Describe what non-government organisations are. 

 

1.8 In a paragraph of approximately 8 lines, explain when development aid becomes effective in 

LEDC’s. 

 

1.9 Suggest different ways in which countries can ensure that development aid is effective. 

 

1.10 Which three countries are the largest donors of aid to Africa? 
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