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                                        Directorate: Curriculum GET: LESSON PLAN TERM 3 - 2020 

SUBJECT and GRADE SOCIAL SCIENCES – GRADE 8 GEOGRAPHY 

TERM 3 Week 5  LESSON 5 

TOPIC TOPIC: SETTLEMENTS - Focus: South Africa  

Subtopic: Urbanisation 

AIMS OF LESSON 

 

You need to know: 

•  The concept of urbanization. 

•  Why cities grow - push and pull factors responsible for migration. 

•  Overview of urbanization in South Africa. 

•  Factors influencing urbanization in South Africa (including issues related to population control 

during apartheid.) 

INTRODUCTION 

 

You should know from previous grades * / current grade ** / previous lesson ***: 

•  Where people live from Grade 4. 

• Distinguish between rural and urban settlements. 

• The services provided in an urban settlement. 

SKILLS You must be able to: 

•  understand the process of urbanization. 

•  distinguish between push and pull factors responsible for migration. 

•  have a general overview of the state of urbanization in South Africa. 

• identify the factors that influence the location and shape of urban settlements in South Africa. 

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENT Complete the: 

• activity to this lesson on page 6 

•  additional activities in your textbook 

CONSOLIDATION • Observe urbanization in your own environment and give reasons why it occurs. 

RESOURCES 

(where necessary) 

 

 

Paper based resources Digital resources  

• Lesson on pages 3-5 

• Activities on page 6 

• Textbook*: Urbanisation 

 

 

 

 

• Videos: 

• https://youtu.be/a2nUCjxAsO8  

• https://youtu.be/FXmOJ-fYMyc  
• https://www.thelearningtrust.org/asp-treasure-box 
 
 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/a2nUCjxAsO8
https://youtu.be/FXmOJ-fYMyc
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelearningtrust.org%2Fasp-treasure-box&data=02%7C01%7CRiedewaan.Charles%40westerncape.gov.za%7C69409bce660c4533dc1c08d7e13f7b51%7Cae74bf7fcfc34760a1fe0731afaa5502%7C0%7C0%7C637225535074948384&sdata=VDzF3W2XY2DMZS%2Fc4okdkIW%2FSS3nb%2FHmsH1uh8wni1U%3D&reserved=0
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 DETAILS OF  LESSON 

SUBJECT SOCIAL SCIENCES: GEOGRAPHY 

 
TEACHER’S ACTIVITIES 

GRADE 8 TERM 3 WEEK 5: 07 – 1 SEPTEMBER 2020 

Skills 
(WHAT I am going to 

teach/guide/support…) 

Teaching Methodologies/ 

Approach  
(HOW I am going to teach/guide/support…) 

Resources / LTSM 
(WHAT I am going to use to teach/guide/support…) 

• What is urbanisation? Consolidate the concept of 

urbanisation.  

Lesson on pages 3-5 according to the 

geography enquiry route. 

• Why cities are growing: 

Push and pull forces of 

migration.  

Discuss why people leave rural 

areas and settle in urban areas. 

Textbook*: Urbanisation 

https://youtu.be/a2nUCjxAsO8  

https://youtu.be/FXmOJ-fYMyc  

 

• Overview of urbanisation 

in South Africa. 

Demonstrate the current state of 

urbanization in South Africa. 

Learner activity on page 6. 

• Factors influencing 

urbanisation in South 

Africa (including issues 

related to population 

control during aparthied. 

Learners complete an activity and 

feedback is provided on progress. 

 

 
PARENT’S 

ACTIVITIES 

• Refer to the above points 

 with regard to the content 

 of the lesson. 

Parents should encourage the 

following: 

• Make learners aware of 

urbanization in their own 

environment and its impact. 

• Atlas 

• Newspapers 

• Internet 

 

 
LEARNER’S 

ACTIVITIES 

 

1. First read through the learner activity on page 6, to see what content and skills are needed to answer the questions. 

2. Work through the lesson on pages 3-5 by asking the questions that geographers ask. 

3. Now start answering the tasks without going back to the lesson. 

4. Check your answers by referring to the content of the lesson and correct incorrect answers. 

https://youtu.be/a2nUCjxAsO8
https://youtu.be/FXmOJ-fYMyc
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CONTENT AND CONCEPTS URBANISATION 

Urbanisation What is it? How does it look like? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The increase in the 

percentage of a country's 

population living in urban 

settlements. 

 

- In South Africa, about 66,8% 

of the total population lives 

in urban settlements. 

- 33,2% live in rural 

 settlements. 

-  In 2000, 50% of our 

 population were living in 

 urban areas. 

- This shows that more and 

 more South Africans are 

 leaving rural settlements 

 and moving to urban 

 settlements. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why cities are growing:  Push and pull factors of migration. 

Push factors: negative aspects of a place that cause people 

to leave that area. 

Pull factors: positive aspects that attract people to a certain area. 

- Natural disasters: droughts and floods 

- Low wages in rural areas 

- Poverty 

- Lack of jobs 

- Lack of school and health services 

- Lack of basic services such as sewage and  

clean water. 

- Job oppertunities  

- Better wages 

- Better quality education and health services 

Better basic services such as sewage and clean  

water 

- Entertainment facilities: cinemas and leisure 
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What is the impact of migration from rural settlements to cities in South Africa? 

Impact on rural areas. Impact on urban areas. 

- Leads to rural depopulation. 

- Decrease in food and crops on farms 

- Increase in poverty. 

- Poor soil management leads to soil erosion and 

deforestation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Housing shortages lead to the emergence of informal 

settlements. 

- Crowded schools, hospitals and other services 

- Unemployment is rising. 

- Increase in crime. 

Overview of urbanisation in South Africa. 

What is it? What does it look like? 

- In 2019, 66% of South Africa's 

population was urbanized. 

- More than 100 years ago (1911), only 

25% of all South Africans lived in urban 

areas. 

- Over the years there has been a 

steady increase in the rate of 

urbanisation. 

- Some provinces in South Africa are 

more urban and others more rural. 

- Gauteng is the most urbanized 

province in South Africa. 
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Factors that influenced urbanisation in South Africa. 

What is it? How does it look like? 

- There are several factors that 

determine the location of urban 

settlements e.g. economic, 

political, physical, historical and 

social. 

- The location and growth of 

many South African settlements 

were mainly influenced by 

political factors, especially 

during apartheid. 

- Apartheid was based on racial 

segregation and population 

control. 

- Laws determined where people 

could settle. 

- The apartheid government 

could force people to settle 

where they did not want to live. 

1) The Land Act of 1913. 

-  This law stipulates that black people 

are only allowed to own land in 

certain areas. 

- These areas were later called 

homelands. 

- Migrant workers were only allowed 

to come to urban areas to work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2)  The Group Areas Act 

- This law was created to divide 

racial groups into different 

residential areas of any given town 

or city. 

- The main purpose of the Group 

Areas Act was to make residential 

separation compulsory. 

- It determined where different 

population groups could own land, 

live and work. 

- It also restricted the movement of 

black people from rural areas to 

large cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled by: André Cloete                                                                                                              Acknowledgements: Wilma McPherson
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Consolidation Activity: Grade 8 Term 3 Week 5  

1. Study the graph below that shows global urbanisation from 1900 and answer the questions that 

follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.1 1.1 Explain what the following words mean: 

(a)  urbanisation 

(b)  push factors 

 

1.2 Estimate the percentage of the world's population that lived in urban settlements in: 

(a) 1900 

(b) 1950 

(c) 2000 

(d) 2010 

 

1.3 What do geographers predict will happen with global urbanisation in the years 2020 to 

2050? 

 

1.4 In 2012 the world population was 7 billion. Calculate how many people lived in urban 

settlements? Tip: use information on the graph to determine it. 

 

1.5 Name any THREE conditions in rural areas that cause people to move to cities. 

 

1.6 What is the impact of migration from rural areas on cities in South Africa? Name any 

TWO. 

 

1.7 Name any TWO political factors that influenced the location and growth of South 

African cities. 

 

 


