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Directorate: Curriculum GET: LESSON PLAN TERM 3 - 2020 

  

SUBJECT and GRADE SOCIAL SCIENCES – GRADE 8 GEOGRAPHY 

TERM 3 Week 6  LESSON 6 

TOPIC TOPIC: SETTLEMENTS - Focus: South Africa  

Subtopic: Urbanisation – Social issues 

AIMS OF LESSON 

 

You need to know: 

•  The concept of urbanization and  the social issues related to the rapid growth of cities 

•  Social issues such as housing and service provision. 

•  Overview of housing issues in urban areas. 

•  The provision of health and education  services and the challenges in South Africa  

INTRODUCTION 

 

You should know from previous grades * / current grade ** / previous lesson ***: 

•  Where people live from Grade 4. 

• Distinguish between rural and urban settlements. 

• The services provided in an urban settlement. 

SKILLS You must be able to: 

•  understand the influence of the process of urbanization on existing housing. 

•  understand the need versus the provision of health care services in a city. 

•  have a general overview of the challenges to provide education in South Africa. 

• identify possible solutions to the social issues of cities in South Africa. 

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENT Complete the: 

• activity to this lesson on page 5. 

•  additional activities in your textbook 

CONSOLIDATION • Observe urbanization in your own environment and give reasons why it occurs. 

RESOURCES 

(where necessary) 

 

 

Paper based resources Digital resources  

• Lesson on pages 3-5 

• Activity on page 5 

• Textbook*: Urbanisation- Social 

issues 

 

 

 

 

• Videos: 

• https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/04/06/from-

urban-risk-to-resilience---building-safer-cities 

• https://www.thelearningtrust.org/asp-treasure-box 
 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/04/06/from-urban-risk-to-resilience---building-safer-cities
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2016/04/06/from-urban-risk-to-resilience---building-safer-cities
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelearningtrust.org%2Fasp-treasure-box&data=02%7C01%7CRiedewaan.Charles%40westerncape.gov.za%7C69409bce660c4533dc1c08d7e13f7b51%7Cae74bf7fcfc34760a1fe0731afaa5502%7C0%7C0%7C637225535074948384&sdata=VDzF3W2XY2DMZS%2Fc4okdkIW%2FSS3nb%2FHmsH1uh8wni1U%3D&reserved=0
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 DETAILS OF  LESSON 

SUBJECT SOCIAL SCIENCES: GEOGRAPHY 

 
TEACHER’S ACTIVITIES 

GRADE 8 TERM 3 WEEK 6: 14 – 18 September 2020 

Skills 
(WHAT I am going to 

teach/guide/support…) 

Teaching Methodologies/ Approach  
(HOW I am going to teach/guide/support…) 

Resources / LTSM 
(WHAT I am going to use to 

teach/guide/support…) 
• What is a social issue? Consolidate the concept of urbanisation 

and the needs of people moving to cities.  

Lesson on pages 3-5 according to the 

geography enquiry route. 

• Why cities are growing: 

The need for shelter 

(housing).  

Discuss why housing is a challenge in urban 

areas. 

Textbook*: Social issues in gowing cities. 

  

 

• Overview of services 

people need in urban 

areas in South Africa. 

Identifiy the services which exist in cities in 

South Africa. 

Learner activity on page 5. 

• Factors influencing the 

social needs and possible 

solutions. 

Learners complete an activity and 

feedback is provided on progress. 

 

 
PARENT’S 

ACTIVITIES 

• Refer to the above points 

 with regard to the content 

 of the lesson. 

Parents should encourage the following: 

• Make learners aware of urbanization in 

their own environment and its impact. 

• Atlas 

• Newspapers 

• Internet 

 

 
LEARNER’S 

ACTIVITIES 

 

1. First read through the learner activity on page 6, to see what content and skills are needed to answer the questions. 

2. Work through the lesson on pages 3-5 by asking the questions that geographers ask. 

3. Now start answering the questions without going back to the lesson. 

4. Check your answers by referring to the content of the lesson and correct incorrect answers. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the previous lesson we discussed the process of urbanization.  A consequence of the rapid growth is social issues. These 

issues start to become more intensified the faster the population of cities increases. Some of these issues are discussed below. 

What are social issues? 

The description of the issue What does it look like? 

A Housing: 

The large number of people that move to a city needs a place to stay.  The 

search for appropriate housing is a challenge.  There is a shortage of dwellings 

for all people who want a place to stay which leads to a housing crisis.  This 

shortage causes the following: 

Informal Housing structures: –The poorer people that move from the rural areas 

cannot afford the expensive housing in a city and erect an informal structure 

on a vacant piece of land.   

 

Overcrowding of existing building in the city: A flat is designed to house 4 

people but the current occupation is between 8 and 10 people.  The water 

supply and sanitation of such a building is not designed to serve so many 

people. 

 

People occupy buildings that are abandoned without permission: A building is 

abandoned due to economic conditions and homeless people occupy such a 

building.  It is dangerous to live in these buildings as they are not maintained 

and may lack water and sanitation.  

 
Cosmo City News 24                 Diepsloot Newstalk 

 

 
blog-id.com 

B Unemployment/poverty 

The migration form rural areas to urban areas may create unemployment for 

the migrants because the skills that they possess are not required in the cities.  

This usually leads to poverty.  

 
C Health Services: 

Health Services are designed to cater for a certain number of people in an 

area.  The services become insufficient when there is a large increase in 

population in a short period of time in a specific area.  The staff available 

cannot provide services to all the people requiring health services which causes 

a long waiting period to be assisted.   
HZIR.org 
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D  Education: 

The schools become overcrowded in some parts of the cities where there is a 

large influx of people from the rural areas.  Schools also experience that there 

are too many learners in a classroom and some learners cannot find placement 

in the schools of the area. 

 
GPSnews 

E  Services: Water and sanitation (sewerage) 

The dams providing water to the city receive a limited amount of rainfall per 

annum and it can only supply a certain number of people with water. If more 

people move to the city, it can happen that the city cannot supply enough 

water to all of it citizens. 

When more people move to the city, the sanitation system must be expanded 

or upgraded to absorb the greater demand.  The influx of people may result 

that the city is unable to deliver sanitation services due to a lack of 

infrastructure.  This is true in informal settlements because it is not part of the 

expected or planned development of the city.  

Where the urban population is increasing rapidly and informal housing is 

emerging, it is usually in an area where there is no water supply and sewerage.  

 
StatsSA 

F  Transport: 

The increase in the population of the city leads to an increase in the number of 

buses, cars, taxis, motorcycles, bicycles and trains which transport people to 

work, school or businesses.  These increase in traffic causes the roads to 

become congested, reduce the accessibility of the city and increase the 

travelling time.  The situation is caused because the current road network 

cannot be expanded because most of the land is already occupied by 

buildings and services.   

 Crime: 

The close proximity of people, poverty and ineffective structure creates 

opportunities for criminals to take advantage and cause economic harm to 

people in informal settlements due to ineffective security from owners to 

protect their belongings. 
 

Why do these issues occur? When do these issues occur? 

Town planners study the population trends and needs of urban dwellers over a long 

period of time.  These planners use the data and current trends to do projections of 

what the needs will be over the next five, ten or twenty years.  

These issues are happening every day 

of the year in all urban areas of South 

Africa as more and more people are 

I can’t hear 

you! 
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They identify suitable residential areas, business centers and industrial areas and 

make provision for transport routes, services e.g. pipelines for water supply, 

sanitation, areas for waste, power supply, lighting, communication and other 

infrastructure.  

The planners then set time frames for the timely execution so that they are available 

in a timely manner to the growing population. The challenge is to provide the 

services if the population suddenly increases due to a sudden influx of people from 

the rural area. 

 

moving to cities to make use of the 

services and opportunities. 

 

Consolidation Activity: Grade 8 Term 3 Week 6 Lesson 6 

 1 A challenge that faces South African urban areas is the housing crisis.  An informal settlement is an example of 

the housing issue.  Describe at least three different types of material which is used in the construction of an 

informal house.  

2 Supply two reasons why so many people are living in informal housing structures. 

3.  Study the two images below: 

.                                   

                   A                                                                                                                     B 

3.1 Name three services provide at the houses at A. 

3.2 Name the services that you expect to be provided at the houses at B. 

3.3. Describe the building material used to build the houses at A 

3.4 Explain how how you reach house A and house at B respectively. 

4 The average speed to travel from Somerset West to Cape Town in rush hour on the N2 has decreased from 80 km 

per hour in 2007 to 20 km per hour in 2019.  Answer the following questions. 

4.1 Why do you think the average speed decreased on the same road during the period between 2007 and 2019 

on the same road? 

4.2 Do you think that the population of Cape Town increased at the same time? 

4.3 Give a reason for your answer in Question 4.2 

Compiled by: Mike Eksteen 
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