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GRADE 8 ENGLISH HOME LANGUAGE MOCK EXAM: PAPER 1 
LANGUAGE & COMPREHENSION

Subject English Home Language

Grade 8

Curriculum CAPS

Theme Modern Day heroine

Topics Parts of speech

Figure of speech

Figurative language

Vocabulary

Prefixes

Informal language

Cliche

Punctuation

Dictionary work

Antonyms

Comprehension

Time 1 hour

Total 30 marks
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THE MODERN DAY 
HEROINE

Gone are the days of Disney flicks packed full of damsels in distress, waiting for Prince Charming to 
swoop in and save them. Today’s animated ladies are just as brave, fierce and dazzling as their male 
counterparts. Here’s a look at some of the Disney heroines who put the “power” in girl power.

Belle (Beauty and the Beast)
On the surface she may seem like your average damsel in distress, but Belle doesn’t hesitate to exchange 
her own life for her father’s when he is locked away in a scary castle with a seemingly untameable beast. 
And she manages to keep up a cheerful attitude while she does it!

Ariel (The Little Mermaid)
Sassy, feisty and full of life, Ariel is a wistful heroine who knows how to have fun. Along with her BFF 
Flounder, Ariel seeks out adventure at every turn. While she’s definitely a romantic at heart, Ariel doesn’t 
subscribe to the “one day my prince will come” philosophy. Instead, she fights tooth and nail to find him 
herself, no matter what the cost!

Esmeralda (The Hunchback of  Notre Dame)
Esmeralda is a tough, street-smart gypsy girl, who befriends deformed Quasimodo. She won’t tolerate 
injustice of any kind - whether it’s to her hunchbacked friend or her own persecuted gypsy people. 
Esmeralda is definitely the toughest Disney heroine, who always stands up for her beliefs.
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Princess Jasmine (Aladdin)
Jasmine never saved the world from disaster, or battled mega-demons, but she certainly isn’t afraid 
to speak her own mind. The free-spirited princess runs away from home to avoid marrying a man she 
doesn’t love and to avoid the confines of palace life. She faces danger and captivity, but is shrewd and 
cunning enough to get herself out of some seriously tricky situations - with a little help from Aladdin, of 
course.

Alice (Alice in Wonderland)
Alice is a curious spirit, who is a lot more than the “sugar, spice and everything nice” cliché. In fact, she’s 
defiant, talks back to adults, and won’t be pushed around. Alice is by no means fearless, but she certainly 
doesn’t let fear get in the way of her adventurous spirit. She gets bonus points for not being even slightly 
boy crazy. High five for realising there is more to life, Alice!

Pocahontas (Pocahontas)
Gutsy and heroic, Pocahontas helped bridge the gap between Native Americans and European Settlers in 
an attempt to prevent violence and misunderstanding. She put the needs of her community before her 
own desire to be with the man she loved, and that makes Pocahontas a true heroine.

Mulan (Mulan)
Mulan takes the top spot for being the smartest, and most fearless Disney heroine to date.  Mulan 
disguises herself as a man to take her ageing father’s place in the Chinese army. She learns quickly, and 
eventually helps to save the Imperial City from the invading Huns. While there are plenty of Disney 
princesses out there, Mulan is one of the few real warriors.

Source: http://www.kidzworld.com/article/8287-top-10-disney-heroines-pg-2

1.1. Explain in your own words how today’s Disney heroines are different to the 
traditional damsels in distress.           

1.2.1. Identify the figure of speech used to describe Prince Charming in the first paragraph.

1.2.2. What is he being compared to?

1.2.3. What is the effect of this comparison?

1.3. What does the adjective “seemingly” tell us about the “untameable” description of  Belle’s beast? 

QUESTION 1: COMPREHENSION

 (2)

 (1)

 (1)

 (1)

 (1)
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1.4. Use your own words to show how Ariel is different to classical heroines?

1.5. Explain the figurative expression “to fight tooth and nail”.

1.6. What does BFF stand for? 

1.7. Esmeralda stands up for her persecuted gypsy people. 
What do you understand by the underlined word? 

1.8. What does the prefix “mega” in “mega-demons” mean?

1.9. “High five for realising there is more to life, Alice!”
Explain the meaning of the underlined conversational term. 

1.10. Use your own words to explain how Alice goes against the cliché of “sugar and spice and 
all things nice”?   

1.11. Write down the Disney heroine that can best fit each of the following descriptions:

2.1. Identify the type and function of the punctuation marks in the paragraph about Esmeralda:

2.2. Write down the Parts of Speech of the words in the Mulan paragraph:

2.1.1. street-smart

2.1.2. won’t

2.1.3. - whether    

2.2.1. disguises

2.2.2. ageing

2.2.3. quickly

2.2.4. while

1.11.1. Rebellious

1.11.2. Sacrificing 

 (1)

 (1)

 (1)

 (1)

 (1)

 (1)

 (2)

 (2)

QUESTION 2: LANGUAGE

 (6)

 (6)
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 (1)

 (1)

 (1)

 (1)

2.3. Refer to the dictionary entry below:

2.3.1. What part of speech is the word heroine?

2.3.2. Which definition for the word heroine best describes the way it is used in the context of
 the article on Disney heroines? 

2.3.3. What is the language of origin of the word heroine?

2.3.4. Provide an antonym for the word heroine.

Heroine: n  /hεrә   in /
1. A woman admired for her courage, outstanding achievements, or noble qualities. 2. The chief  female 
character in a book, play, or film, who is typically identified with good qualities, and with whom the reader is 
expected to sympathise. 3. (In mythology and folklore) a woman of  superhuman qualities and often semi-divine 
origin, in particular one whose deeds were the subject of  ancient Greek myths. [mid 17th century: from Fr 
héroïne]
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